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PREFACE 


The  Plant  Variety  Protection  Act,  (7  U.S.C. 
2321  et.  seq.)  authorizes  the  Secretary  of  Agri- 
culture to  publish  an  Official  Journal  and  to 
provide  the  public  with  pertinent  information 
relating  to  the  operations  of  the  Plant  Variety 
Protection  Office. 

The  statute  also  authorizes  the  Secretary 
to  disseminate  technological  and  other  informa- 
tion available  to  the  Office  that  would  encourage 
innovation  and  promote  progress  in  plant  breeding. 

The  Official  Journal,  which  is  published 
quarterly,  includes  instructions  issued  by  the 
Office  and  related  information.  It  will  be  sent 
free  to  anyone  on  request.  Send  requests  to: 

Plant  Variety  Protection  Office 
Grain  Division,  AMS 
U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
6525  Belcrest  Road 
Hyatts ville , MD  20782 

This  issue  covers  the  period  from  July  1 
through  September  30,  1975. 
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be  sold  by  variety  name  only  as  a class  of  certified  seed, 
of  generations  of  certified  seed  permitted  beyond  breeder's  seed. 
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General  Information 


NATIONAL  CERTIFIED  VARIETY  REVIEW  BOARDS 

The  concept  of  National  Certified  Variety  Review  Boards  origi- 
nated in  1962  as  a result  of  a report  and  recommendation  developed 
by  the  Joint  Alfalfa  Work  Conference.  The  National  Alfalfa  Variety 
Review  Board  was  the  first  such  board  formed.  The  original  five- 
man  NAVRB  consisted  of  a USDA  project  leader  as  a non-voting  chair- 
man, a public  plant  breeder  representing  the  National  Alfalfa 
Improvement  Conference,  a plant  breeder  representing  the  seed 
industry,  a member  from  the  International  Crop  Improvement  Associa- 
tion (now  AOSCA) , and  a representative  of  the  American  Seed  Trade 
Association.  This  membership  has  since  been  expanded  to  include  a 
non-voting  ex  officio  representative  of  the  Plant  Variety  Protec- 
tion Office,  and  alternates  of  each  of  the  representatives.  The 
organization  of  this  board  was  followed  by  the  organization  of  the 
Grass  Variety  Review  Board,  Soybean  Variety  Review  Board,  and 
finally  a Small  Grain  Variety  Review  Board.  The  latter  three 
boards  were  all  established  upon  action  of  the  Association  of 
Official  Seed  Certifying  Agencies  (AOSCA) . 

The  functions  of  these  boards  are  to  review  and  evaluate  infor- 
mation presented  by  breeders  of  the  respective  crops  in  industry 
and  in  public  agencies  who  request  seed  certification  of  new 
varieties.  Each  board  reports  action  on  each  variety  to  the 
secretary  of  AOSCA  for  transmittal  to  member  agencies  by  him. 

The  board  serves  in  an  advisory  capacity  to  certifying  agencies 
on  the  eligibility  of  varieties  for  certification;  therefore,  one 
application  to  a review  board  takes  the  place  of  one  or  several 
applications  to  various  State  certification  agencies. 

Organizational  structure  and  operational  procedures  for 
receiving  and  acting  upon  requests  for  certification  of  varieties 
of  these  crops  have  been  established. 

Each  board  will  base  its  evaluation  of  each  variety  on  infor- 
mation furnished  by  the  applicant.  This  information  is  divided 
into  categories  such  as:  1)  morphological  and  physiological 
characteristics,  2)  advantages  or  distinguishing  characters  over 
similar  varieties,  3)  maturity  in  reference  to  a commonly  accepted 
check  variety,  4)  disease  reaction,  and  5)  performance  data  which 
supports  the  identity  of  the  variety.  Each  board  will  use  the 
eligibility  requirements  for  varieties  established  in  the  AOSCA 
genetic  standards  as  the  basis  for  its  evaluation. 

Members  of  the  review  boards  are  nominated  by  the  agencies  they 
represent.  The  appointments  are  then  made  by  the  President  of 
AOSCA  and/or  the  Executive  Committee.  Organizations  represented  on 
all  of  the  review  boards  with  the  exception  of  alfalfa  as  explained 
above,  are  as  follows: 

Association  of  Official  Seed  Certifying  Agencies 
American  Seed  Trade  Association 
Crop  Science  Society  of  America 
National  Council  of  Commercial  Plant  Breeders 
U.S.  Department  of  Agriculture 
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UNITED  STATES 
DEPARTMENT  OF  AGRICULTURE 

Agricultural  Marketing  Service 
Grain  Division,  Plant  Variety  Protection  Office 
6525  Belcrest  Road 
Hyattsville,  Maryland  20782 


OFFICIAL  BUSINESS 
Penalty  for  Private  Use  $300 


FIRST  CLASS 


Plant  Variety  Protection  Office,  non-voting  ex  officio 

The  respective  commodity  representative  from  AOSCA  serves  as 
the  committee  chairman,  and  the  AOSCA  alternate  serves  as  secretary. 

Meetings  of  the  Variety  Review  Boards  are  scheduled  as  follows : 

Soybean  --  Chicago,  Illinois  — November  30-December  3,  1975 

Alfalfa  — Phoenix,  Arizona  --  December  9,  1975 

Small  Grains  --  Chicago,  Illinois  — December  9,  1975 
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